The termite fauna of Nicaragua is poorly known relative to that of other Central American countries such as Costa Rica and Panama (Constantino 1998; Nickle & Collins 1992) . Maes (1990) published a list of 10 termite species from Nicaragua based on published records. Maes' 1990 list consists of termites that can be grouped as arboreal nesters (3 Nasutitermes spp.), epigeal or soil nesters (3 Microcerotermes spp.), structure-infesting subterranean species (2 Coptotermes spp., 1 Heterotermes sp.), and two drywood/dampwood species (1 Incisitermes sp. and 1 Neotermes sp.). Termites with more cryptic habits, such as those that nest and forage in the soil or solely in wood were underrepresented in Maes' list. This note presents the results of an initial survey of Nicaragua intended to systematically catalog all termite taxa of that country.
During 30 May-5 June 2004, we collected 938 termite colony samples from 46 localities along roadsides and trails in as many geographically and ecologically diverse habitats as time and accessibility permitted (Fig. 1) . Our survey yielded 35 species in 19 genera and three families representing one of the more diverse termite faunas in Mesoamerica (Constantino 1998 ). All species listed by Maes (1990) It is probable that several more described and new termite species remain to be discovered in Nicaragua considering the country's size, centralized location, diversity of habitat, and the geographically limited extent of the current survey (Fig. 1) 
